
Humanities and Natural Sciences Council of Chairs Meeting 
Dean’s Conference Room, Bobet 202J 

March 4, 2013 
 

        MINUTES 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
I. Call to Order 
 Interim Dean Maria Calzada called the meeting to order at 3:30 p.m. 
 
  Attended:  Mary Brazier, Maria Calzada, Chris Chambers, William Farge, Mark 
Gossiaux, Frank Jordan, Michael Kelly, Kenneth Keulman, Martin McHugh, David Moore, 
Thom Spence  
 
 Also Attended:  Marc Manganaro, Vice President & Provost and Dr. Lisa Watson, Social 
Sciences Development Officer 
 
II. Approval of Minutes 
 Minutes of February 4, 2013 were accepted as written and unanimously approved. 
   
III. Guest Speaker - Lisa Watson 
 Dr. Watson spoke about opportunities for regional grant writing workshops from the 
Louisiana Board of Regents Office of Sponsored Programs. Louisiana EPSCoR supports regional 
seminars and workshops that feature nationally recognized experts who provide guidelines to 
faculty on the “how to” of creating successful proposals and interacting with funding agencies.  
The workshop must be regional in extent, i.e., must include faculty participants from at least one 
other institution in the region.  Awards will be provided for up to $5,000.   
 Dean Calzada said that the chairs would discuss the opportunity and get back to Dr. 
Watson.  Attached is the handout from the Louisiana Board of Regents. (See attachment #1) 
 
IV. Reports from Interim Dean Calzada 
 1.  Concerns Document Update – It was sent over to the Provost and Fr. Wildes. Fr. 
Wildes sent back a memo stating that he delegates such matters to the Provost. 
 2.  College Handbook Revisions – Attached are the proposed revisions, which will be 
discussed at the next COC meeting. (See attachment #2) 
 3.  Travel Funds – There have been discussions with CPT and there may be severe cuts 
that could affect the travel funds.  Hopefully we will be able to preserve the $75,000 budget, but 
the funds must be better structured. Junior faculty will get two trips. There will be an early date 
where everyone gets to apply for a first conference.  Then junior faculty can apply for a second 
conference.  Faculty must present a paper at their conference, and there will be no travel for 
extraordinary faculty. These were suggestions by the CPT, which will be brought back to the 
COC when ready. 
 
V. Visit from Provost Marc Manganaro 
 Provost Manganaro reported on various Academic Affairs topics.   
 Budget – The budget gap has been closed for AY 2012-2013, with no further reductions 
in this year’s budget.  The University Budget Committee anticipates constraints on operating 
budgets for AY 2013-2014.  Operating and personnel budgets will be looked at very closely, 
along with instructional effectiveness, course releases, first year seminars, financial aid, 



scholarships and law school issues.  Our 4.9% increase in tuition is in line with other institutions.  
We need to bring down the discount rates and increase net tuition revenue. 
 Student Success Summit – We have created workgroups, which are meeting regularly.  
Soon we will hold a town hall meeting with the entire campus community where these 
workgroups will report their recommendations. 
   

VI.   Move to Adjourn 
The Meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m. 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 

Attachment #1 –  Louisiana Board of Regents  



 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 
 

Attachment #2:  Revisions to the Faculty Handbook 
 



 

 

Submitted by Diane Riehlmann 


